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Preface
In the autumn of 1887, Vladimir Ilich Ulianov, a young Russian of a middle-class family, enrolled to study law at the Imperial Kazan University. Ulianov was not destined, however, to do well at the university. His elder brother had just been executed for an attempt on the life of the tsar. Like his brother, Ulianov traveled in anti-tsarist circles. At the university, Ulianov associated with revolutionary-minded students, and in December of 1887 he was expelled. Ulianov did not give up on law study, however. He applied for readmission at Kazan. Refused there, he requested permission from the government to go abroad to a university. That, too, was refused. Knowing that he would not be admitted to any Russian university in the normal way, he applied to become an external student at the university in St. Petersburg. That route would let him qualify in law, but he would not attend classes. He would study on his own. Ulianov's mother wrote a letter in support of his application, and he was admitted.
Ulianov learned and re-learned the law of tsarist Russia. Tsarist law was distasteful to Ulianov. For him, it rationalized and reinforced unequal social relations. It ensured that the downtrodden would remain so.
Despite his disdain, the youthful Ulianov studied what he needed to learn of tsarist law. In 1891, he sat for the examination in St. Petersburg to qualify for the practice of law. He not only passed, but scored the highest possible mark on every sub-part of the examination, the only Beyond Russia, Lenin's repudiation of tsarist law had worldwide ramifications. Lenin and the Bolshevik party he headed espoused legal concepts that challenged the foundations of Western society. The governments of the Western world did not provide a good life for their people, the Bolsheviks charged. People could live better, more productive lives without fear of the hardships that might befall them through the playing out of the forces of the market.
The overthrow of the tsar and his law set an uncomfortable precedent for the West. If the law of Russia could be overturned at the stroke of a pen, what then of the law of other countries? Could the common law of England, or the Roman law of Europe, as easily be turned aside?
As matters developed, the leaders of the Western world were able to maintain themselves and their legal orders. But to do so, they could not run in place. They parried Lenin's thrusts to blunt the impact in their realms of his biting critique of their rule. A dialectic developed between the Soviet Union and the West. In its efforts to counter the Soviet Union, the West absorbed many of the ideas it found threatening.
As Western leaders adjusted their policies, they changed the legal systems of their countries. The change did not come overnight or in a single package of new laws. Nor did it come at the same pace everywhere in the Western world. But come it did, and with a force that would render Western law by the turn of the twenty-first century light years different from Western law at the turn of the twentieth. Western law did not disappear, but it did not remain the same.
This interaction between the Soviet Union and the West was little understood when the Soviet Union departed the international scene
